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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN JOHN 
‘‘JACK’’ FREDERICK WILSON 

∑ Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, it is 
my honor to pay tribute to Captain 
John ‘‘Jack’’ Frederick Wilson, who 
celebrated his 100th birthday this past 
Tuesday, April 2. 

Born on April 2, 1919, and raised in 
Park City, UT, Jack is one of only a 
small handful of pilots trained at 
Brigham Young University. He joined 
the Army Air Corps on December 11, 
1941, just 4 days after the Japanese sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor. 

After training in the B–24 Liberator 
bomber, he was made a pilot in the 90th 
Bombing Group in the Fifth Air Force 
of the Army Air Corps and was de-
ployed to New Guinea. He and his crew 
were eventually assigned to reconnais-
sance missions in the North China Sea 
tracking the Japanese fleet, and his B– 
24 was stripped of all bombs, machine-
guns, and defensive measures to be re-
placed with extra fuel tanks. Jack said 
of that time, ‘‘My career as a B–24 pilot 
basically consisted of long periods of 
boredom punctuated with moments of 
terror.’’ 

He was a member of the Jolly Rogers 
and has carried his membership card 
his entire life, which says, ‘‘Having 
been assigned to the best damned 
heavy bomb group, and having paid his 
dues, Captain Jack F. Wilson is hereby 
considered a member in good standing 
of the Jolly Rogers.’’ 

As a typhoon threatened the island 
airstrip where he was stationed, locals 
from Okinawa showed him a cave that 
he and his B–24 crew sheltered in, sav-
ing their lives. Despite popular opinion 
at the time, Jack never demonized the 
Japanese people. He believed ‘‘there 
are good people everywhere’’ and 
taught his children and grandchildren 
the same. 

After the war, Jack used his flying 
skills to help locate wildfires and pio-
neered the ‘‘interagency’’ concept, es-
tablishing the National Interagency 
Fire Center in Boise, ID. The main 
headquarters building bears his name. 

In honor of a native Utahn and one of 
the last remaining B–24 pilots from 
World War II, the U.S. Congress ex-
tends warm greetings to Mr. Wilson on 
April 2, 2019, his 100th birthday. We 
commend him for his life of service and 
his valor in defense of his country.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL S. LIONEL 

∑ Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, it is my 
distinct honor to recognize Samuel S. 
Lionel, who is celebrating his 100th 
birthday. Considered the ‘‘Dean’’ of the 
Nevada Bar, Sam’s defense of Nevada 
values stands as a strong reminder of 
the tremendous work he has done for 
our State. 

For decades, Sam has represented 
one of the largest law firms in Nevada, 
fighting for critically important issues 
such as our thriving tourism industry 
and defending Nevada’s unique western 
heritage. The dedication he has placed 

into his practice has strengthened our 
State’s economy and helped shape the 
Las Vegas Valley that we know and 
love today. In fact, it was Sam who 
played a key role in the conception and 
development of many of the hotels and 
casinos on the Las Vegas Strip, setting 
the stage for Nevada’s unprecedented 
growth and its booming entertainment 
scene. 

Sam is known for his philanthropic 
heart. He remains particularly active 
in Jewish philanthropy, and we share a 
long history of working together in our 
synagogue, Congregation Ner Tamid. 
Sam has also been a central benefactor 
of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
endowing the namesake Samuel S. Lio-
nel Professor of Intellectual Property 
Law position at the William S. Boyd 
School of Law in 2016. I know firsthand 
the wonderful leader Sam is, and his 
philanthropic work has distinguished 
him in the Jewish and legal commu-
nities not only in Nevada but also 
throughout the United States. Sam’s 
name is and will always remain syn-
onymous with his professional and 
philanthropic dedication to the Silver 
State. 

Happy birthday to Sam, a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, servant leader, and loyal 
friend.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO WHIT ARMSTRONG 
∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the retirement of Whit 
Armstrong, a native of Montgomery, 
AL, from the Alabama Power Company 
board of directors, effective on April 26, 
2019. Whit is an acknowledged leader in 
the financial and investment arena 
with over 30 years in the banking in-
dustry, including service as a member 
of the Alabama State Banking Board. 
He has provided decades of service to 
improve the quality of life in his com-
munity and across the State of Ala-
bama with numerous civic, economic 
development, educational, and business 
organizations. 

Mr. Whit Armstrong previously 
served as president, chief executive of-
ficer, and chairman of the board of The 
Citizens Bank in Enterprise, AL, and of 
its holding company, Enterprise Cap-
ital Corporation, Inc. He currently 
serves as managing member of Creeke 
Capital Investments, LLC, also located 
in Enterprise, AL. 

Whit has earned many recognitions 
for his contributions, among them a 
Silver Beaver Award for Outstanding 
Service to the Boy Scouts and the 1975 
Alabama Jaycees’ Outstanding Young 
Man of Alabama Award. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree and master of science 
in finance with a focus in banking from 
the University of Alabama. 

At home in the Wiregrass, Whit is 
married to Dr. Rebecca Brown Arm-
strong. They have a son, Whit Junior, 
and four grandchildren, Whit III, Char-
lotte, James, and Katrina Armstrong. 
An engaged resident in his community, 
Whit is an active member of First 
United Methodist Church of Enterprise. 

His extensive experience in business 
and civic life, along with his seasoned 
judgment and knowledge of the Ala-
bama Power Company, have provided 
great value to Alabama Power’s board 
of directors. 

What is truly remarkable are Whit 
Armstrong’s many accomplishments 
and contributions to the State. I am 
proud to take this time to recognize 
him for his service on the Alabama 
Power Company board of directors, 
which has benefitted the customers of 
Alabama Power, the people of Ala-
bama, and the State. His achievements 
and dedication to advancing the indus-
try have not gone unnoticed. I join 
Whit Armstrong’s friends, family, and 
colleagues in wishing him the best of 
luck as he transitions into a new chap-
ter of his life, and I thank him for his 
commitment to Alabama.∑ 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY OF SIGMA NU 
FRATERNITY 

∑ Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to advise the Senate of the 
150th anniversary of Sigma Nu Frater-
nity, a principles-based men’s fraternal 
organization with more than 160 chap-
ters on college campuses in the United 
States, approximately 12,000 current 
collegiate members, and more than 
250,000 initiates in its history. This 
year, Sigma Nu celebrates the 150th an-
niversary of its public founding on Jan-
uary 1, 1869, at the Virginia Military 
Institute in Lexington, VA. Cadets 
James Frank Hopkins, James 
McIlvaine Riley, and Greenfield 
Quarles joined together to form Sigma 
Nu as a brotherhood committed to the 
principles of love, honor, and truth and 
in firm opposition to hazing. Sigma Nu 
Fraternity remains the only men’s col-
lege fraternity founded in direct oppo-
sition to hazing. Its history and its 
mission to develop ethical leaders for 
today’s society are worthy of the high-
est esteem. 

Originally founded as the Legion of 
Honor, Sigma Nu’s central founding 
value is honor, and the concept that a 
man’s character and conduct should al-
ways be governed by a high sense of 
honor guides all its work. This value is 
as relevant 150 years later as it was 
then. 

For 150 years, members of Sigma Nu 
have led in their respective commu-
nities, professions, and families. From 
NASA to the Pentagon, from the arts 
to the sciences, and from business to 
public service, there are few facets of 
American life and history in which a 
Sigma Nu initiate has not made his 
mark. 

When this Nation has called upon its 
citizen-soldiers, Sigma Nu initiates 
have answered that call. They have 
fought and died in every major conflict 
since the Civil War. Its members are 
veterans of every branch of the Armed 
Forces, including two Medal of Honor 
recipients. Sigma Nus have understood 
the price of freedom and been willing 
to make the ultimate sacrifice for it. 
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